Date : May, 17 , 2009 Publication : Sunday Tribune Page Number : 11

Sibonelo Magwaza says the Releaf
tree-growing project has improved his life.
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PLANTING 13 000 indige-
nous trees in three days -
that's a tall order. That's how
many saplings the official
Comrades charity, the Wild-
lands Conservation Trust,
will plant as part of their
Releaf campaign this year.
Wild banana, Natal maho-
gany, coral trees, bush willow
and various species of acacia
are on the rehabilitation list,
a haunting reminder of the
swathes of virgin forest that
have been destroyed or lost

. aver the centuries — and now

need to be reinstated.

Greening Durban 2010 co-
ordinator Nicei Diederichs
said the KwaZulu-Natal-
based organisation plans to
plant a tree for every runner
in the buffer area around the
Buffelsdraai Landfill Site
near Verulam during the
three days leading up to the
Comrades Marathon, on Sun-
day, May 24.

“Reforestation around the
landfill site has already
begun as part of the eThek-
wini Municipality's Green-

ing Durban 2010 Pro-
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gramme,” he said. “It is a Programme.
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The planting will
take place on a 750ha
“buffer zone” around the
landfill site where the muni-
cipality launched the first
Greening Durban 2010 refor-
estation projects using trees
grown through Wildlands’

“That will increase

the ‘carbor sink’ by more

than 20 pereeit! No small feat
in three days” he says.

Dr Andrev Venter;, CEO of

Wildlands, sid the environ-

mental benefis of reforesta-

tion could not be underesti-
mated. “There are two pri-
mary benefits: biodiversity
restoration and climate
change mitigation.

“The ultimate aim is to
restore 580ha of the 750ha |
buffer zone to indigenous for- |
est (the remaining land will |
be restored to natural grass-
lands and wetlands).”

Green space, Venter
pointed out, would be very
valuable in 20 years' time |
when the landfill would be
surrounded by concrete.



